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THE AGROECOLOGY CARD GAME 

Agroecology is a rich but often abstract concept. This activity uses a simple card-based game to make 

its elements and principles tangible and discussable without requiring prior knowledge from participants. 

It works equally well in person and online and can be used at the start of MAPs engagement or at any 

point in the TAPELINE training where the facilitator wants to build a shared understanding of 

agroecological thinking. 

1.1 Purpose and Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this activity, participants will have: 

• Encountered the key elements and principles of agroecology through their own interpretations 

• Connected the FAO 10 Elements with the HLPE 13 Principles at a basic level 

• Built a shared vocabulary for discussing agroecological transition in their territory 

• Experienced a participatory format they can replicate in MAP sessions 

1.2 How It Works 
 

Each card carries the name of one element or principle of agroecology with a short explanation of the 

concept. 

Steps 

1. Distribute one card per participant (in person: physical printed cards; online: cards are sent to 

each participant via email). Each participant has the the cards of FAO and HLPE expressing 

the same concept. 

2. Ask the first participant to place their card on the table (or move it to the shared board) and 

explain what the word means to them in their own words, from their own experience. No 

agroecology knowledge is required. All interpretations are valid as a starting point. 

3. After the participant shares, the facilitator briefly explains what the element or principle 

represents in agroecological terms using plain language, a concrete local example if possible, 

and connecting it to what the participant just said. 

4. Continue with the next participant and their card. 
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1. FAO and HLPE Cards  

Here the cards that can be used at your convenience during the activity with the MAPs. 

FAO: 
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HLPE: 
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